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Introduction

The London Alcohol Coordinators’ Group comprises local alcohol strategy coordinators in the capital, currently representing Hammersmith & Fulham, Lambeth, Greenwich, Southwark, Enfield and Brent.  The group meets to share information and good practice between the boroughs involved, and to promote the development of local alcohol strategies across London.

The Football World Cup will be held in Germany in June 2006, and all matches will be televised for the UK.  Experience from previous international football tournaments where England are playing suggests that many people will want to watch matches whilst drinking alcohol – either at home or in pubs.  The afternoon and evening timings of weekday matches may give rise to some fairly long drinking sessions, and a corresponding risk of drunkenness and alcohol-related violence and disorder (see the attached schedule of matches).  Extended opening hours under the new licensing regime may exacerbate this risk.

This briefing summarises what is currently planned across London as a response to anticipated increased levels of drinking during the World Cup.  It is not comprehensive; we were not able to contact the appropriate people in some boroughs and organisations.  It does however offer some interesting practice that alcohol strategy partners may want to consider when planning their responses.

National and London-wide responses

There will be another Alcohol Misuse Enforcement Campaign (AMEC 4) from 8th May to 8th June.  The aims are:

· To set the tone of acceptable behaviour before the start of the World Cup

· To maintain pressure on licensees to manage their premises responsibly

· To operate in conjunction with Trading Standards authorities a nationwide test-purchase campaign to assess the progress of the licensed trade towards their goal of eliminating under-age sales

· To embed the new powers contained in the Licensing Act

A Department for Transport THINK! Drink Drive Summer 2006 Campaign will be launched nationally during the week commencing 5th June "to inform young men about the dangers and consequences of drink driving".  The target audience is primarily 17-29 year old males (drink drivers, not drunk drivers) 

Objectives:

· To increase awareness of the dangers of having a couple of drinks and driving. 

· To educate drivers that they can't calculate their alcohol limit. 

· To shake driver's confidence about their own 'rule of thumb' of what's safe to drink and drive. 

· To get drivers to think about the consequences of being caught. 

Key Messages:

· Don't Drink and Drive. 

· It takes less than you might think to become a drink driver. 

· You can't calculate your alcohol limit. 

· Watch out for those dangerous - 'Fancy a Quick One!' moments.

Details including how to get campaign materials are available from http://www.thinkroadsafety.gov.uk/campaigns/drinkdrive/drinkdrive.htm
In London, we understand Government Office for London is not planning anything specific at the moment, nor is the Greater London Authority, including Transport for London.  The Policing Standards Unit is planning a campaign under the Tackling Violent Crime Programme that will target domestic violence during the World Cup – the Domestic Violence Enforcement Campaign (DVEC).  In London, DVEC will operate in the 9 boroughs with the highest rates of domestic violence: Croydon, Lambeth, Southwark, Kensington & Chelsea, Westminster, Brent, Hackney, Islington and Newham.  £3k is available to police in these boroughs to enhance their responses to domestic violence, and the Met will monitor levels of DV and hate crime throughout the tournament to see if there is a correlation between matches won or lost, and the incidence of these crimes.  The aim of this is to develop resilience in policing key matches.

Local responses

Of the boroughs we were able to make contact with, most were considering a targeted response for the World Cup.  In Lewisham and Enfield, for example, the licensing authority has written to all pubs and bars to ask what licensees are planning in terms of special promotions and screenings of matches.  Licensing officers have increased the level of visits to premises in the run up to June, reminding licensees of their responsibilities.  There will be a test purchasing operation in May, and a media campaign to encourage responsible drinking. 

Enfield police also plan a dedicated ‘hotline’ for licensees to call to warn police of trouble brewing, before it escalates.  In Hackney, police and partners are launching Best Bar None to coincide with the World Cup.  Southwark Community Safety Team is planning a multi-media campaign including street theatre and posters, and the licensing authority has issued guidance for licensees on good practice for a Safe World Cup (see below).

Resources

The Portman Group have grant funding up to £2,500 per application for educational campaigns available via www.drinkaware.co.uk .  We have prepared a pro forma for bids that makes the application process very easy, see attached.  We have also prepared an evaluation tool for campaigns, see below.

Trading Standards departments and the police may bid for funds to support AMEC 4.  The deadline for bids was May 3rd.

A guide on how to keep yourself safe when you’re drinking, Suzy Lamplugh Trust http://www.suzylamplugh.org/tips/alcoholsafety.pdf
Dealing with Drunkenness: A guide for staff in pubs and bars Portman Group www.portmangroup.org.uk
Enjoy a Safe World Cup – draft guidance to licensees from LB Southwark  http://ranzetta.typepad.com/london/southwark_safe_world_cup.doc
Campaign evaluation tool – designed by Tim Franks, LB Greenwich http://ranzetta.typepad.com/london/World_Cup_Campaign_Evaluation.pdf
Evidence base

Links between big sports events and drinking:

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=retrieve&db=pubmed&list_uids=9581147&dopt=Abstract (US research)

Links between big sports events and violence:

http://ip.bmjjournals.com/cgi/reprint/11/2/69
Links between big sports events and domestic violence:

http://icwales.icnetwork.co.uk/0100news/0200wales/content_objectid=13308850_method=full_siteid=50082_headline=-Storm-over-Welsh-rugby-wife-beating-name_page.html
http://www.smh.com.au/articles/2003/11/17/1069027030681.html (New Zealand)

Contact details

London Alcohol Coordinators' Group:

James Morris, Hammersmith & Fulham, 0208 753 2811, james.morris@lbhf.gov.uk

Scott Buchanan, Lambeth, 0207 926 2737, sbuchanan2@lambeth.gov.uk

Tim Franks, Greenwich, 0208 921 6823, tim.franks@greenwich.gov.uk

Cathy Bruce, Southwark, 0207 863 3154, cathy.bruce@southwark.gov.uk

Libby Ranzetta, Enfield, 0207 871 5335, libby@ranzettaconsulting.co.uk

Luke Kwamya, Brent, 0208 795 6157, luke.kwamya@brentpct.nhs.uk

www.alcoholpolicy.net/london
